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Why be a class rep?

 

Improving the learner experience

 

[image: image2.emf]Learner Engagement 
The college believes that learners’ views about their        education are important.  It wants to hear what learners have to say so it can improve the education experience for all learners.

Adam Smith College has systems in place to gather your views.

As a class rep you are in an excellent position to influence the college.   You have the chance to express not just your own views, but to act as the spokesperson for all the learners in your class.  This gives you an opportunity to make a real impact and change the learning experience for learners on your course.

 

You can make a difference

Class reps are the first link that colleges have with learners’ views.  But this isn’t just about the college asking learners what they think.  The college needs to make sure learners are involved at every level of decision-making within the college.

As a class rep you are part of a ‘pyramid structure ‘of representation.  You take learners’ views up to the next level, and they feed up through the layers to reach the College Management at the highest point in addition to the Student President.  The Student President sits on the Board of Governors; this means that every class has a direct link into the Board of Governors of the College.

Class reps can also influence what happens outside the college.  The student community (often called the Students’ Association) elects student officers who represent student views on       committees throughout the college.   Student officers sometimes sit on committees within the local community or on a national level, for example National Union of Students.  As a class rep you can influence the student officers and make sure they raise the things that are important to your class.  

What you can gain from being a class rep

Apart from the satisfaction of getting learners’ view heard, there are other advantages to being a class rep.

Training

All new class reps are expected to attend introductory level training to help them become an     effective rep.   

Gaining experience

As a class rep you will gain lots of experience that will be relevant to your working life – for      example, listening, public speaking and negotiating. You will also gain lots of knowledge about the college and about how further and higher education is run.  You will able to use all this to enhance your CV when you start looking for a job.

Incentives

Class reps receive a certificate for attending training as well as being eligible for a variety of awards.  The hard work and dedication of class reps is recognised at an annual awards       ceremony as a token to thank them for their commitment.

Expenses

The college provide expenses for class reps to attend meetings, events or training that are   relevant to your role – for example, they will pay your bus fare or childcare costs if you are not normally in college on those days.

Authorised absence is given to attend any class rep training or meetings so you will not lose any Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA) payments as a result of attending any events.
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